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Newsletter for September– December 2013
Welcome to the 2013–2014 season of the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society. We look forward to enjoying the great upcoming assortment of events with you! I hope that a few of them will be of interest to you and that you will be able to join us. There are many opportunities including an Extra-Hardy Hardy Souls’ hike planned for February, and field trips to the newly opened Scioto Brush Creek State Nature Preserve and a new area of Whipple State Nature Preserve.
We were saddened by the passing of long-time Society member Loren McGuire on August 26.
A new Secretary, Steve Slack, and new Treasurer, Randy Johnson, were voted in as officers. Bob Bergstein remains as the Vice President and myself as President. Many thanks to Steve Albert and Rob Repasky for their service as officers.
We received a very nice thank-you from the Edge of Appalachia for our donation sending a child to Science Camp this summer. We also received a special thank-you letter from Glen Cobb, Chief of the Division of Natural Areas and Preserves, for the silent auction donation that helped protect 95 acres of the former Pickaway Plains, as well as for our upcoming volunteer project at Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve.
Please let me know if you can help with scanning the Society’s archives so we can make them accessible to members. It is quite interesting to read through the historical notes, letters and minutes. We’d eventually like to have the Lloyd Library house our archives.

Rick Gardner asked the Society if we could hold Ohio’s Largest Honeysuckle Blitz at Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve this fall and I couldn’t tell him no! We need volunteer help in many areas for the November 2nd event. Please consider offering your knowledge and time. We need people who can help the volunteers welding saws and loppers distinguish invasive bush honeysuckle and burning bush from such natives as blue ash, hydrangea, spicebush and bladdernut. 
I hope several of you can join the Give Back Day, November 9th, at Hazelwood Botanical Preserve to remove bush honeysuckle. We can see where we’ve made a significant difference over the years!
I would especially like to thank all the people who join us at our events and share their knowledge and passion for nature. 

Hope to see you on the trail. 

For the Society,

Christine Hadley, President 

General Notes

We welcome visitors and guests. If you’re not already a member, please consider joining the Society. Individual memberships are $12 and family memberships are $20. Not only would we love to have you belong, but these modest fees provide our operating budget for the year. Write the check to “Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society” and mail to Randy Johnson, Treasurer, 947 Volterra Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45206. Thank you!
If you would like to receive e-mail reminders of events, write this on your membership form or email bbergstein@fuse.net.

Our Friday evening lectures are held at Avon Woods Nature Center (a Cincinnati city preserve), 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway, which is in the middle of the Avon Fields golf course. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive. If you’re coming the other way, the driveway is 0.4 mile north of Paddock’s intersection with Reading Road.

The December dinner program will be held at Northern Hills Fellowship, 460 Fleming Road, Cincinnati 45231.

Please remember our motto: "Enjoy: Do Not Destroy." It is up to Society members to set the standard for the rest of the public: respecting all rules at the places we visit, staying on trails when required, and not collecting seeds or plants without permission or permits.

Events

Note: Events identified with ** are sponsored by or with other organizations. 

Remember that all event information is up to date and available on our website, www.cincywildflower.org , with map links to all events. We also have a Facebook page.
---------------- September 2013 -----------------

Friday, September 13, 7:30 pm: Members’ Photo Sharing Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

Please bring your photos (on thumb drive or CD) and slides to share with friends. We will have a digital projector and computer, tea and cookies, and coffee, too. Come early, at 6:30 pm, and bring a picnic dinner, if you like. Call Bob Bergstein at 513-477-4438 for computer information.

Directions: Avon Woods Nature Center is a Cincinnati City Park at 4235 Paddock Road, Cincinnati 45229. From the Norwood Lateral (SR #562), drive 0.9 mile south on Paddock to the Avon Woods Park driveway. Turn sharp right onto the drive next to the park sign (on the west side of Paddock) and go to the lodge at the end of the long dark drive.

** Sunday, September 29, 10 am: Great Outdoor Weekend: Walk to the Mouth of the Great Miami, Dearborn County, Indiana

Join hike leaders Wayne Wauligman and Denis Conover for this hands-on program. The confluence of the Ohio and Great Miami rivers is a great place to be in September when the water is low and the vegetation is still profuse. Birds and insects, including dragonflies and butterflies, will be abundant. We will also be botanizing and looking for aquatics. We are hoping to see Glass Shrimp, Killifish, small fish, turtles, frogs and more. Wear comfortable shoes; we will be on land but there may be mud.

Directions: Go south on US Hwy 50 from the I-275 #16 exit. In about 200 yards, turn left (east) at the edge of the Shell/Subway and go over the levee to where the road T’s with a fence directly in front of you. Turn right and go to the Oxbow entrance sign. Turn left into the Oxbow. The Oxbow, Inc. upper parking area is immediately on the right; we will meet here and proceed by car down the track toward the river. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. 

----------------- October 2013 -----------------

** Saturday, October 5, ONAPA Field Trip & Annual Meeting

Join ONAPA (Ohio Natural Areas and Preserves Association) for their first annual banquet and meeting. There will be expert-led field trips that begin at 1 pm with your choice to Fowler Woods, Clear Fork Gorge, or Daughmer Prairie Savannah State Nature Preserves. The banquet and meeting begin at 5:30 pm at the Der Dutchman Restaurant, 720 OH 97, Bellville, OH 44813. David Brandenburg is the keynote speaker and will present his Botanical Travels from Coast to Coast. This may be your last chance to see this presentation. RSVP today by contacting Cheryl Harner at weedpicker.cheryl@gmail.com. See www.onapa.org for details.

Friday, October 11, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

“Can Urban Green Space Counteract Emissions of Carbon Dioxide and Other Greenhouse Gases?" 

Dr. Amy Townsend-Small, Departments of Geology and Geography, University of Cincinnati
Human activities have led to increases in atmospheric concentrations of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases, which are implicated in increasing global temperatures. Since plant growth is the primary means of reducing carbon dioxide concentrations, some cities and towns have proposed to increase green space in order to gain "carbon credits." This talk will explore studies that have measured the impact of green space on greenhouse gas emissions in cities.  
** Saturday, October 19: Shady Lane Preserve Honeysuckle Removal
Help Western Wildlife Corridor remove honeysuckle. Lunch will be provided for volunteers. Check out www.westernwildlifecorridor.org or contact Tim Sisson at 513-922-2104 or tsisson@fuse.net for details.
** Sunday, October 20, 2 pm: Delshire Preserve, Hamilton County, Ohio

The Delshire Preserve, a Western Wildlife Corridor (WWC) property, contains an area of old growth forest that includes a Burr Oak approximately 200 years old. The trees should be at their peak of color. John Klein will lead us on this fall color hike. This is a combined hike for CWFPS and WWC. Contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions. 
Directions: Take US Route 50 west from Cincinnati. Stay on Route 50 (River Road) for about 3 miles. Turn right onto Hillside Avenue. We will meet on the north side of Hillside Ave approximately 0.8 mile west of the intersection of Hillside and River Road.
----------------- November 2013 -----------------
** Saturday, November 2, 9 am: Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Blitz, Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve, Greene County, Ohio
Join the Cincinnati Wild Flower Preservation Society, state botanist Rick Gardner, and Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP) employees and supporters as we sponsor Ohio’s largest volunteer effort to help remove that invasive alien, bush honeysuckle, from Clifton Gorge State Nature Preserve. 

Come help all your friends and kindred spirits continue the protection of this natural treasure. We need your assistance to finish areas on the Rim Trail above the gorge, where volunteers from The Nature Conservancy and Columbus Audubon have already gotten a fantastic start on invasive removal. We will also be completing the areas that the DNAP folks and volunteers have been working on in the gorge along the scenic Little Miami River.

This is going to be a great social, educational, and work event, with a barbeque grill-out lunch provided afterwards, along with t-shirts for volunteers. The state’s best naturalists, botanists, geologists, ecologists, and wetland specialists will be leading organized hikes after 1:30 pm and will be available to answer your questions or simply discuss this wonderful geological feature.

We’ll be working in organized areas: two areas on the upper Rim Trail, one area around the Nature Center along the Narrows Trail, and two areas of the Gorge Trail covering a narrow 3/4 mile distance.

These areas have been selected for their biological diversity, to enhance visibility of natural features, and the activity areas for the many thousands of people that visit this preserve annually.
Registration: 8–9:30 am
Honeysuckle Removal: 9 am–noon

Lunch: noon–1:30 pm with camaraderie, presentations and Q & A

Organized hikes: 1:30–3 pm  

Please contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net for more information, to sponsor the event or to tell us where you would like to volunteer.
Sign up your team of four or more volunteers or donate a minimum of $50 for your organization’s recognition on the official event T-shirt!
Volunteers needed:

· Crew leaders for honeysuckle removal teams

· Honeysuckle cutters (loppers, non-power equipment)

· Chainsaw & steel blade trimmer operators (must be pre-registered)
· Cut stump treatment (using spray bottles)
· Registration: meet and greet volunteers
· Lunch: set up tables and chairs, minimal food prep

· Couriers: take teams to their worksites

· Botanists/knowledgeable volunteers: help cutters ID plants (to be sure not to cut hydrangea, blue ash, spice bush, bladdernut, etc.)

· Agile volunteers to easily maneuver the rock outcroppings in the gorge to cut and treat woody invasives in, on, and around the rocks. (Most areas are much easier to work in than the rock outcrop areas.)

Bring your favorite tools: gloves, pruners, loppers, saws, trimmers and protective gear for power equipment. We will provide tools and safety equipment to volunteers new to honeysuckle removal. Spray bottles for cut stump treatment will be furnished.

There will be an area for organizations to set up table displays and literature.

Watch for more information to follow: Sponsors, etc.

Please invite your friends to join in the fun!

Directions: Clifton Gorge SNP is located in Greene County on State Route 343, 3 miles east of Yellow Springs and 0.25 mile west of Clifton at the east end of John Bryan State Park. 

Friday, November 8, 7:30 pm: Lecture Program, Avon Woods Nature Center

“The Herbaceous Smilaxes”

Daniel Boone

Anyone who spends time in the woods knows genus Smilax in its various briar forms. However, a separate group of Smilax species grows unarmed. These are the herbaceous Smilax, the carrion flowers, of which we have nine species native to North America, five species locally.  Our speaker Dan Boone, who is one of Ohio's top field botanists, has recently been studying this group and will share his observations with us.
Saturday, November 9, 9 am: Give Back Day, Honeysuckle Removal, Hazelwood Botanical Preserve

Join us to help eradicate invasive bush honeysuckle in the preserve. Volunteers need to bring their gloves, loppers, and other implements of destruction. Spray bottles with glyphosate will be furnished. Dress appropriately for the weather. 

The Harris M. Benedict Nature Preserve, aka Hazelwood Botanical Preserve, owned by the University of Cincinnati Department of Biological Sciences, was designated a National Natural Landmark in 1977 by the Department of the Interior for the study of plants and animals in eastern deciduous forests. This preserve, unique for its location and diverse habitat, has a wonderful mature forest. Interestingly, Harris Benedict was chair of the UC Botany Department at the time of his death in 1928, when a streetcar struck his auto. Benedict was E. Lucy Braun’s doctoral advisor. Braun studied Hazelwood.

Many of the mature trees were destroyed by the lethal April 9, 1999, F4 tornado, drastically altering the landscape. Although our members have successfully removed honeysuckle here for 16 years, the honeysuckle experienced a great resurgence after the tornado opened the forest canopy to more sunlight.  

For more information, contact Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net.

Directions:  From I-71, take exit #15 (Pfeiffer Rd). Drive east for 0.7 mile. Turn left (north) on Deerfield Road for 0.8 mile to the "T". Turn left (west) STILL on Deerfield Rd. for 0.1 mile. Meet at the Johnson Nature Preserve parking lot on the right. The address is 10840 Deerfield Road, Montgomery, Ohio. Driving time from downtown Cincinnati is 20 minutes.

** Saturday, November 16, 10:30 am- 2 pm: Botanical Feast, Dawes Arboretum
The Dawes Arboretum is offering a captivating adventure into the world of food plants. The workshop “Botanical Feast” begins with an audience-friendly presentation on the science and geographical origins of species and varieties found in the produce aisle. Arboretum botanist David Brandenburg will then conduct a guided walking tour around tables packed with 200+ botanical edibles (fresh, dried, canned, packaged) from around the globe, and all arranged by plant family. The event will end with a multi-course banquet made from exotic ingredients, prepared and served by Chef Jessica Karr and students from her C-Tec Culinary Arts class. 

The cost is $40 a person. Register online at www.dawesarb.org or by calling 740-323-2355.
----------------- December 2013 -----------------

Sunday, December 8, 3:00 pm: Annual Hardy Souls’ Hike, Caldwell Nature Preserve, Hamilton County, Ohio (followed by the holiday potluck and program)

Randy Johnson will lead us on our hike at Caldwell Nature Preserve, a Cincinnati Park, which is home to a variety of wildlife including reptiles, amphibians, and mammals. Caldwell Preserve contains some excellent examples of old growth forest typical of Hamilton County and Southwest Ohio. Its diverse topography includes one of the last remaining natural stretches of the Mill Creek, which will enable us to imagine how lovely this stream once was. Wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather. Call Christine Hadley at 513-850-9585 or email christinehadley@earthlink.net if you have questions.
Directions: From I-75 exit 9, take Paddock Road north. Go about 0.1 mile and turn left onto North Bend Road. Travel 1.0 mile to Caldwell Preserve, which is on the north side of the street, located at 400 West North Bend Road, Cincinnati, OH 45224. We will meet in the parking lot.
After the hike, proceed to Northern Hills Fellowship for wine and appetizers at 5:45 pm and the holiday potluck dinner at 6:15 pm. Bring your favorite dish! If you’d like to be assigned a category —appetizer, entrée, etc.—call Brian Herriott at 513-407-8585.

Sunday, December 8, 7:30 pm: Lecture, Northern Hills Fellowship

“Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves:  Its Current Status and Future”

Rick Gardner, Chief Botanist, Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves
There are 136 natural areas and preserves in the state, and the Ohio Division of Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP) manages 86 of these sites, plus 11 conservation easements. These areas are some of the finest examples of Ohio’s natural heritage. The Division has gone through major changes in the last few years; Rick Gardner will discuss DNAP status, goals, accomplishments in the last year, and challenges facing the Division.

Rick Gardner has worked as a botanist/ecologist in Ohio for nearly twenty years, spending most of his time in the Ohio Department of Natural Resources Division of Natural Areas and Preserves and the Ohio Chapter of The Nature Conservancy. 
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